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RACE PROGRESS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The problems of our growth in wealth and population are 

of deep interest to the people of the Union. I propose to pre 
sent the results as to population deduced from the census of 

1880, compared with every preceding one. First, I will give 
a table of total population at each census and the rate of in 
crease for each decennial period : 

(A.) 

1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 

3,929,214.. 5,308,483 
.. 7,239,881 

.. 
9,633,822 .. 12,866,020 

In. 35 p.e. 
.. In. 36.3p.e. 

. . In. 33 p.c. .. 
In.33.5p.e. 

1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 

17,069,453 
.. 

23,191,876 
.. 

31,443,321 
.. 

38,558,371 .. 
50,155,783 

In. 32.6 p.c. .. In. 35.8 p.e. .. In. 35.5 p.c. .. In. 22.6 p. c. .. In. 30.1 p.e. 

Total increase from 1790 to 1880, 1176 per cent. 

This progressive and total increase is due to several causes, 

which, being noted according to the dates of their special 
operation, will explain the variations of increment in the several 
decades. These (the principal) causes are : 

First. Natural increase, unchecked by want or crowded cities, 
or a too dense rural population. This operates more favorably 
to increment in the earlier than the later decades.* 

* 
Compare this with the increase in the countries of the Old World. Adam 

Smith a century ago said the old countries then doubled population in five 

hundred years. We have increased twelve-fold in ninety years. England 
and Wales have trebled their population in the last eighty years ; Scotland 

has doubled, and Ireland has decreased in population ; Spain has increased 

75 per cent, in a century ; France less than the others. These figures show 

that population is the test of the well-being of a people or race. 
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Second. Immigration. This has operated powerfully during 
the whole period, but more so in the later decades ; and its effect 
will be more specially noted hereafter. 

Third. Acquisition and loss of territory. Thus, in 1803, Louis 
iana was acquired, which served to raise the increment of that 
decade to 36.3 per cent. Emigration to Texas of whites and 
slaves during the decade 1830-40 depressed the increment to 
32.6 per cent. The acquisition of Texas, California, and other 

Mexican territory during the decade 1840-50 raised the incre 
ment of that decade to 35.8 per cent. 

Fourth. The war from 1861 to 1865, and the very defective 
enumeration under the census of 1870, depressed the estimated 

increment of the decade 1860-70 to 22.6 per cent., which again 
rose to 30 per cent, in the last decade,?an erroneous compara 
tive result, because the enumeration by the census of 1870 was 

defective, as I will show hereafter. 

Let us now note the rate of natural increase of the several 

elements of which our population is composed ; for it is in this 

natural increase that we shall find the best evidence of the com 

fort, well-being, and capacity for expansion of our people. In 

order to compare the natural increase of the native white people 
at different periods with that of other races, we must eliminate 

from the census returns of white people the increase due to 

immigration and territorial acquisitions. The data for ascer 

taining the immigration to this country are not accurate. We 

can only hope to approximate the numbers. 

Dr. Young, chief of the Bureau of Statistics, in his report for 

1875, p. 914, estimates the gross number from 1790 to 1820 as 

250,000. Mr. George Tucker, formerly professor of political 

economy in the University of Virginia, and an able, careful, 

acute, and reliable statistician, in his " 
Progress of the United 

States," published in 1843, has, on such data as he could then 

obtain, estimated the immigration from 1790 to 1840 in this way: 

taking the gross number of immigrants in any decade, he adds 20 

per cent, upon the adults of that number as their natural increase 

up to the end of the decade. In this way he estimates the in 

crease of the decade 1790-1800 as 58,000 ; of 1800-10 as 82,000 ; 
and of 1810-20 as 133,400. This aggregates 273,400, which is 

not, except as it takes in as a factor the natural increase of the 

immigrant class, materially different from the estimate of Dr. 

Young. 
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His estimates for the decades 1820-30 and 1830-40 are based 

upon a supposed (and perhaps properly supposed) defectiveness 
in the official returns. But for our purpose we will take the 
returns of Dr. Young in his report (1875) up to 1870, with the 
addition of natural increase on 80 per cent, of the whole (the 
proportion of adult immigrants) at the rate of 20 per cent, for 
the decade. From these we will deduct the immigrants not in 

tending to remain, as found in his tables. We will also deduct 
the emigrants where they have been reported, as they have been 
since 1867, and will estimate for previous decades the number 
of these. It is obvious that these factors in the calculation are 

by no means accurate, but they are the best we can obtain. 
The results are stated in table (b) ; and as they are estimated on 

conjectural data, we have taken the liberty of stating them 

approximately in round numbers : 

(b.) 

Estimated Increase op Population by Immigration from 

1790 to 1880. 

1790-1800 1800-10 1810-20 1820-30 1830-40 

58,000 82,000 133,400 130,000 580,000 

1840-60 1850-60 1860-70 1870-80 

1,810,000 2,850,000 2,500,000 2,700,000 

There are other elements in the problem which we can only 
approximate. Mr. Tucker states the number of whites acquired 
in 1803 with Louisiana as 51,000. The white population which 

emigrated to Texas after its independence in 1836 may be 
estimated at 20,000. Upon the admission of Texas into the 

Union in 1845, and of California and other Mexican territory 
in 1848, we had an accession of white population which we may 
estimate at 150,000, by discounting the returns of the census of 
1850 for those regions by the estimated movement of our own 

people to them after their incorporation into our own domain. 
With these data I give table (c). 

1?White population by decades, 1790-1880. 
2?Actual increase. 

3?Deductions for immigration and territorial acquisition. 
4?Net natural increase. 

5?Percentage of actual and natural increase. 
vol. cxxxvm.?no. 327. 12 

12 
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(c.) 
1790 1800 1810 1820 

Whites.. 3,172,006 4,306,446 5,862,073 7,862,166 
. Act. In.1,134,440 . Act. In.1,555,627 . Act. In.2,000,093 

. linni. .82,000 
. Imm.58,000 . La.... 61,000? 133,000 . Imm.133,400 

Nat. Ill ....1,076,440 . Nat. In.1,422,627 . Nat. in.1,866,693 
Per ct. Act. In., 35.7 . Per cent. Act. In., 36.1 . Per ct. Act. In., 36.1 

" Nat. In., 33.9 . " Nat. In., 33.0 . " Nat. In., 31.8 

1830 

10,537,378 
Act. In.... 2,675,212 

Ittim.130,000 

Nat. Id.... .2,545,212 
Por ct. Act. In., 34.0 

" Nat. In., 32.3 

1840 

14,195,805 
Act. In.3,658,427 
Imm.680,000 

Emigration 
to Texas, 20,000? 560,000 

Nat. In.3,098,427 
Per cent. Act. In.34.7 

" Nat. In.29.4 

1850 

19,553,068 
Act. In.5,367,263 
Imm.1,810,000 

Acq.. Texas, 
Cal., etc., 150,000?1,460,000 

Nat. In.3,897,263 
Per cent. Act. In.37.7 

" Nat. In.23.9 

1860 1870 

26,922,537 83,589,377 
Act. In.7,369,469 .. Act. In.6,666,840 
Imm. .2,850,000 . 

Nat. In.4,519,469 
Per cent. Act. In.37.6 

" Nat. In.23.1 

Imm.2,500,000 

Nat. In.4,166,840 
Per cent. Act. In.25.1 

" Nat. In.15.4 

1880 

43,402,970 
Act. In.9,813,593 

Imm.2,700,000 

Nat. In.7,113,593 
Per cent. Act. In.29.2 

" Nat. In.21.1 

In relation to the above table it may be remarked that there 
was a gradual decline of natural increase from 33.9 per cent, in 
1790-1800 to 23.1 in 1850-60, except for 1820-30, which is due, 
no doubt, to the error in immigration for that decade. It 
should have been much larger, as Mr. Tucker, before cited, 
has shown. The gradual decline is due to the general law 
which checks marriages and the lawful natural increase, as an 

increasing population begins to press upon the supply of the 
comforts of life, and as luxury makes more needed for comfort 
than in the primitive stages of society. The great decline of 
1860-70 is exceptional, and unquestionably due to the bloody 
civil war and its attendant evils of breaking up of family 
relations, etc. 

I proceed now to trace the progress of the population of the 
African race, which may be considered in its twofold condition, 
up to 1860, as slave and free, and afterward without that 
discrimination : 
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(D.) 

1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 

Slave. 697,681 893,602 1,191,362 1,538,022 2,009,043 

FreeCoPd... 59,527 108,435 186,446 233,634 319,599 

Both. 757,208 1,002,037 1,377,808 1,771,656 2,328,642 

1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 

Slave.2,487,355 3,204,313 3,953,760 None. None. 

FreeCoPd... 386,293 434,495 488,070 4,880,009 6,580,793 

Both.2,873,648 3,638,808 4,441,830 

I give then a table of the percentage of increment by decades 
of each class. 

1790-1800 1800-10 1810-20 1820-30 1830-40 

Slave.27.9 .... 33.29.30.6 .... 23.7 

Free Colored..81.3 .... 72.2 .... 25.2 .... 36.4 .... 21. 

Both.32.2 .... 37.4 .... 28.5 .... 31.3 .... 23.4 

1840-50 1850-60 1860-70 1870-80 

Slave. .28.7 _ 23.3 _ All free. AU free. 

Free Colored .12.4 .... 12.2 .... All free. All free. 

Both.23.1 .... 22. 9.8 .... 34.8 

Many observations must be made upon these tables. 
First. The slave population was increased in a small degree, 

no one can say how much, by the continuance of the slave 
trade until January 1, 1808. That raised the percentage of 
increment in the first two decades. In the decade 1810-20 a 

large loss was caused by the war of 1812. In the early part 
of decade 1830-40 it was decreased by unparalleled mortality 
from disease in the south-western States and by emigration to 

Texas, and was increased by the admission of Texas in the 
decade 1840-50. 

Second. But note further: the slave population was de 
creased and the free colored was increased by continual eman 

cipations; and while the same number was taken from one 

class and added to the other, it raised more largely the per 

centage of the increment of the free colored, which was smaller 
in numbers than that of the slave class, which was much more 
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numerous. Note specially the decade 1820-30, when 15,000 
slaves were emancipated in New York and New Jersey, which 
raised the percentage of the increment of the free colored six 

per cent, and depressed that of the slaves nearly one per cent. 
Third. There was no material increase of either by immigra 

tion nor decrease by emigration. The emigration to Canada and 
elsewhere fully counterbalanced the increase by the slave trade. 
The totals of slave and free colored, therefore, may be regarded 
as the results of natural increase. 

Fourth. But there is an inaccuracy in these tables which 
results from the lack of a full enumeration of the colored race 
in 1870. My reasons for alleging this inaccuracy, in which 

General F. A. Walker, late superintendent of the census, concurs, 
are conclusive. They are the following : 

a. We have found in table (c.) the natural increase of the 
white people in the decade 1860-70 to have been 15.4. By table 

(d.), that of the colored race in the same decade was only 9.8. 
The white race, wasted by a bloody war, seems thus to have 
increased 50 per cent, more than the colored race, which was 

largely, almost entirely, unaffected by it in loss of life ! This 
is absurd. 

o. In the decade 1870 - 80 the colored race seems to have 
increased 34.8 per cent., and in that of 1860-70 only 9.8 ; while 
the white race in the latter increased 15.4, and in 1870-80 
21.1. These figures go far to prove that, while the two cen 
suses were substantially accurate as to the white race, there 

was a great defect as to the colored race in the census of 
1870. 

c. Take now the double decade from 1860 to 1880, and 

compare it with the next preceding double decade, 1840-60. The 

percentage of increment of the colored population in the double 
decade 1840-60 was 54.5 ; in 1860-80 it was 48.1 ; the average 
for a decade in the former being 27.2, in the latter 24. This 

strongly tends to show that the defective enumeration of 1870 
decreased the apparent increment for 1860-70 and increased 
that for 1870-80. 

d. This conclusion is greatly confirmed by a reference 
to the census of 1860, 1870, and 1880 in certain States where 
the colored population are most densely settled. The following 
table shows the relative increase of the colored population in 
the two decades : 
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(B.) 
1860-70 

Mississippi. 2 per cent, increase. 
Louisiana. 4 

Georgia.17 
North Carolina. 8 

South CaroHna. % 
Arkansas.10 

Alabama. 9 

Maryland. 2 

1870-80 

46 per cent, increase. 
33 

33 

35 

46 

75 

25 

20 

Taking these tables, subject to the qualifications stated, we 

may now compare the natural increase of the white and colored 

races, and of the slave and free colored. Comparing the natural 

increase of total colored race with that of the white race, and 
of slave and free colored as separate classes, we have this result : 

(F, 
1790-1800 1800-10 

White.33.9 - 33. 

Colored.32.2 .... 37.4 

Free Colored... 81.3 .... 72.2 

Slave.27.9 .... 33. 

1840-50 

White.23.9 

Colored.23.1 

Free Colored.12.4 

Slave.28.7 

1810-20 

31.8 

28.5 

25.2 

29. 

1850-60 

23.1 

22. 

12.2 

23.3 

1820-30 

32.3 

31.3 

36.4 

30.6 

1860-70 

15.4 

9.8 

1830-40 

29.4 

23.4 

21. 

23.7 

1870-80 

21.1 

34.8 

This table gives results that are subject to important quali 
fications, which I will now note : 

First. The white race, at each census after the first, had an 
accession of population from immigration, out of which issued 
a new decennial natural increase. I have deducted the number 
of immigrants previously, in order to ascertain the natural 
increase ; but the natural increase of these immigrants in the 
decade next succeeding that during which they came to the 

country, is proper to be noted as an advantage which the white 
race has in the comparison with the colored race in the matter 
of merely natural increase during the whole period. For example : 
the colored race, slave and free, in 1850 numbered 3,638,808. Its 
increment in the decade 1850-60 was due solely to propagation. 

And so in 1870 their increase was due to propagation of those who 
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had been in like manner increased in number in 1860. But the 
increase of the white race in 1870 was the result not only of the 
natural increase of those who, in 1850, had grown to larger num 

bers in 1860, but of 2,850,000 foreigners who had immigrated 
before 1860, and became a source of natural increase of the incre 

ment of that race noted in 1870. As the natural increase of whites 
for 1860-70 was 15.4 per cent., that number of foreigners would 
have increased, at the same rate, 427,500. Deduct this from the 
total natural increase of whites for the decade 1860-70, and we 

have the natural increase of the white race for that decade, who 
had been here in 1850, and still continued here with their 
descendants in 1860. This deduction would make the percent 
age of natural increase of the white population, exclusive of 

that of the foreign immigrants during 1850 - 
60, to be only 14.2 

instead of 15.4, as in the above table. 

But it is further obvious that, as population increases in a 

geometrical ratio, all the natural increments by this ratio from 

the immigrants in successive decades must be discounted from 

the apparent total increment of white population when you 
take the whole period of our history from 1790 to 1880. 

To make this clear, I will suppose that by natural increase 
our population doubles in twenty-five years. Suppose, further, 
that the white and colored races start at a certain time with a 

million of people each. In twenty-five years each would num 

ber 2,000,000. But suppose just after the start 1,000,000 of 

whites are added by immigration ; then in twenty-five years the 

whites would have 4,000,000, and the colored race only 2,000,000, 
? the difference of 2,000,000 being made up of the 1,000,000 

of immigrants, plus their natural increase. In order to a 

fair comparison of the rate of natural increase of the two races, 
we must therefore discount from the whites not only the 

increase due to immigration, but also the natural increase of 

that increase ; and so at each decade during the whole period. 
Second. Note that since 1810 the percentage of increase of 

slaves exceeds that of free colored, except in the 1820-30 

decade. In that decade 15,000 slaves were freed in New York 

and New Jersey. Deducting this from the number of free 

colored in 1830, and the increase of that vclass would be 30.4 

per cent, instead of 36.4, and of the slave class would be 31.6 

per cent, instead of 30.6. So that it appears that the natural 

increase of the slaves has been in a much larger ratio than that of 

the free colored class during our whole history from 1790 to I860. 
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Third. While the table shows a larger natural increase for 
the whites than for the whole colored race, yet this result is 

subject to several observations. One is, that the amount of 
increase from immigration during the whole period is conject 
ural; and in the decades up to 1850 is most probably much 
below the truth. This error would of course increase to some 
extent the percentage of natural increase attributed to the white 
race by the table. Another remark is proper. In this table no 
discount is made for the natural increase due to the immigrants, 
which I have already fully explained. 

Taking theso qualifying circumstances into view, I am satis 
fied that, while the natural increase of the whites during the 

period 1790-1860 has been greater than that of the slaves, the 
difference was comparatively slight. I subjoin a table, which 
will present this subject in a more compendious shape : 

(e.) 

White Eace in 1790 numbered. 3,172,006 ) " 
1860 numbered (deducting im- f Increment as 

migrants). .21,275,137 S 10? to 67? 

White Eace in 1790 numbered. 3,172,006 1 
" " 

1860 (deducting immigrants and >Increment 
as 

their natural increase), estimated.19,575,000 )100 
to 617' 

Free Colored Eace in 1790 numbered. 59,527 ) 
" 1860 numbered (natural 

f Increment as 

increase and emancipation). 488,070 )100 
to 821' 

Slaves in 1790. 697,681 ? Increment as 
" 

1860 (reduced by emancipation). 3,953,760 5 100 to 567. 

Total Colored Eace in 1790. 757,208 ? Increment as 
" " " 1860. 4,441,830 > 100 to 580. 

Whites to Colored in 1790 as 100 to 23.8, or as 80.7 p. c. is to 19.3 p. o. 

Whites (by pure natural increase) to Colored in 1860 as 100 to 22.6, 
or as 81.5 per cent, is to 18.5 per cent. 

Total White (native and foreign) in 1790- 3,172,006, or 80.7 per cent 

Total Colored in 1790. 757,208, or 19.3 
" 

Total White (native and foreign) in 1860... .26,922,537, or 85.6 
" 

Total Colored in 1860. 4,441,830, or 14.1 " 

Total White (native and foreign) in 1870.... 33,589,377, or 87.1 
" 

Total Colored in 1870. 4,880,009, or 12.6 
" 

Total White (native and foreign) in 1880... .43,402,970, or 86.5 
" 

Total Colored in 1880. 6,580,793, or 13.1 
" 

These statements show that the natural increase of the white 

population has been slightly greater than that of the colored j 
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that the white population, native and foreign, has constantly 

gained upon the colored population ; and that while the one 

has gained nearly six per cent, of the whole since 1790, the 

other has lost nearly six per cent. ; and that in the last twenty 
years the whites have gained, and the colored people have lost, 
nearly one per cent. I may stop to notice that the comparison 
in the last table of the percentage in 1860, 1870, and 1880 is an 

additional proof of the errors in enumeration of the colored 

people in the census of 1870, to which I have already referred. 
But while this result shows that the Caucasian race is 

steadily though slowly gaining upon the colored race in num 

bers in the whole country, an interesting question remains : 

How is this in the Southern, or lately slave-holding States ? I 

will in the following table group the States in two classes,? 
those known as the Northern and border slave-holding States, 
and the Cotton and Gulf States,?and present the numbers of 

the two classes in each State in 1860 and in 1880, the percentage 
of each at the two periods, etc. I place Texas by itself, which, 

though a Gulf and Cotton State, has large elements of growth 
which belong to the northern tier of Southern States. 

(H.) 

1860 
Whites. Percent. Colored. Percent. 

Delaware. 90,589 81.1 21,027 18.8 

Maryland. 515,918 75. 171,131 25. 

wSvkginiaJ-' 
1.047,299 65.6 548,907 34.4 

North Carolina. 629,942 70.5 361,522 29.5 

Kentucky. 919,484 79.5 236,167 20.5 

Tennessee. 826,722 74.4 283,019 25.6 

Arkansas. 324,143 74.5 111,259 25.5 

Missouri. 1,063,489 90. 118,503 10. 

5,414,586 74.5 1,851,535 25.5 

South Carolina.. .. 291,300 41.2 412,320 58.8 

Georgia. 591,550 56. 465,698 44. 

Florida. 77,7*6 55.5 62,677 44.5 

Alabama. 526,271 54.6 437,770 45.4 

Mississippi. 353,899 44.6 437,404 55.4 

Louisiana. 357,456 50.5 350,373 49.5 

2,198,222 50.2 2,166,242 49.8 

Texas . 420,891 69.6 182,921 30.1 

Tot'lSouth'nStates. 8,033,699 65.6 4,200,698 34.4 
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1880. 

Whites. Percent. Colored. Percent. 

Delaware. 120,160 81.9 26,442 18.1 

Maryland. 724,693 77.5 210,230 22.5 

Virginia. 880,858 578^69 1 631>616 42'2^30 9 
West Virginia. 592,537 95.7 5 

' 
25,886 4.3 S 

North Carolina. 867,242 62. 531,277 38. 

Kentucky. 1,377,179 84.1 271,451 15.9 

Tennessee. 1,138,831 75.1 403,151 24.9 

Arkansas. 591,531 73.7 210,666 26.3 

Missouri. . 
2,022,826 93.2 145,350 6.8 

8,315,863 77.2 2,456,066 22.8 

South Carolina. 391,105 39.3 604,332 60.7 

Georgia. 816,906 53.9 725,133 46.1 

Florida. 142,605 53. 126,690 47. 

Alabama. 662,185 52.5 600,103 47.5 

Mississippi. 479,398 42.4 650,291 57.6 

Louisiana. 454,954 48.5 483,655 51.5 

2,947,153 48. 3,190,204 52. 

Texas. 1,197,237 75.2 393,384 24.8 

Tot'lSouth'n States. 12,460,253 67.3 6,039,654 32.7 

A summary of this table may be thus made for the double 
decade : 

First. The whites in the whole South gain, and the colored 
race lose, 1.7 per cent. 

Second. In the border States the whites gain and the colored 
lose 2.7 per cent. 

Third. In Texas the whites gain and the colored lose 5.8 per 
cent. 

Fourth. In the six Cotton and Gulf States the whites lose and 
the colored people gain 2.2 per cent* 

One-third of the whole South, three-fifths of South Carolina, 
and a majority in Mississippi and Louisiana, one-fourth of Texas, 
and more than a fifth of the border States are African. In the 
other States of the Union there are about thirty millions of 

whites to half a million of Africans, or one-sixtieth is African. 
I come now to look at the relation of the foreign to the native 

population, considering the Chinese and Asiatics as a distinct 

* It thus seems that what of African population^ lost to the border tier 

of Southern States is gained by the G-ulf and Cotton States. 
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class. I have already shown in table (b.) the total increment by de 

cades from foreign immigration, the aggregate being 10,847,400 
in ninety years. This is largely, almost entirely, of the European 
races and of the Caucasian family, to which the original stock of 
our Union belonged. The immigrants of any decade melt into the 

mass of native population, and their posterity becomes a new native 
stock like the original, with no alien feelings, but bound to this, 
their native land, by as strong a patriotism as glows in the hearts 
of the descendants of our revolutionary fathers. Thus the danger 
resulting from foreign thoughts and opinions and political tra 
ditions is ever kept within limits which threaten little to the 

stability of our institutions. And as the mass of native popula 
tion is nearly doubling every twenty-five years, the number of 

foreign-born citizens will hereafter form a less and lessening per 
centage of our entire population; and this although the actual 

immigration is increasing with every decade. This will appear 
by the following table : 

(i.) 

1850. 

Total white.19,553,068 
Native 

" 
.17,308,466, or 88.5 per cent. 

Foreign" . 2,244,602, or 11.5 
" " 

1860. 

Total white.26,922,537 
Native " 

.22,783,830, or 84.6 per cent. 

Foreign 
? . 4,138,697, or 15.4 

" " 

1870. 

Total white.33,589,377 
Native 

" 
.28,086,402, or 83.6 per cent. 

Foreign 
" . 

*5,503,975, or 16.4 
" " 

1880. 

Total white.43,402,970 
Native ".36,828,492, or 84.8 per cent. 

Foreign 
" . *6,474,478, or 15.2 

" " 

By this table it appears that, though the foreign-born popu 
lation increased its percentage in 1850-60, and again slightly in 

* 
From total reported I deduct Chinese, in order to get the number of 

foreign whites. 
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1860-70, yet in the double decade, 1860-80, it fell off; and so, as 
the total population increases, the element of the foreign-born 
population must hereafter decrease. 

But the distribution of this foreign element is as diverse by 
sectional divisions of the Union as that of the colored race ; 
and as the latter was found to be concentrated in the South, so 
the foreign population will be found chiefly in the North and 

North-west. I will group native and foreign white with col 
ored in the next table. 

(K.) 
Native White. Foreign White. CoVd. 

Northern tier of Southern States, Dela 

ware, Maryland, Va., W. Va., N. C, 
Tenn., Ky., Mo., Ark. 74.3 .... 3.9 .... 22.8 

Cotton or Gulf States, So. Car., Ga., Fla., 

Ala., Miss., La. 46.4 _ 1.6 _ 52. 

Texas. 67.4 ... 8.8 .... 24.8 

All Southern States. 63.9 .... 3.4 ... 32.7 

All Northern and No. Western States and 

Pacifie States and Territories. 79.2 _ 19.1 _ 1.7 

The report of the census shows (taking the Northern States 
and Territories) that in Arizona, California, Dakota, Minnesota, 
and Nevada, more than one-third of the people are foreign born ; 
and more than one in five in New York, Massachusetts, Rhode 

Island, Wisconsin, Michigan, Connecticut, Colorado, Nebraska, 
and several of the Territories. 

As has been already stated, the great mass of this foreign 
born population is European. But a portion of it, and concen 
trated in a few of the States and Territories, is of the Asiatic 

race, alien in blood, habits, and civilization. The Chinese are the 
chief element in this Asiatic population. The total Chinese 

population reported is 105,465. That is only 0.2 per cent, of our 
whole population. If distributed through the mass equally, it 
would be too minute to be of good or evil effect. But it is so 

distributed that in California there are 75,132, and in California, 
Nevada, Oregon, and Washington Territory there are 93,244 ; 
and in those just named, and Colorado, and the Territories of 

Wyoming, Idaho, Arizona, and Montana, there are 101,544, of 
the whole number. This leaves 3,921 for the rest of the United 
States ; that is to say, 101,544 Chinese for a total population 
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of 1,504,169, or 6.7 per cent, and 3921 for a total population of 

48,651,614,? six Chinamen in every hundred in the Pacific 

States and Territories, and one in every 12,407 people in the 

rest of the Union. 
But the most singular feature in this immigration is the 

proportion of adult males to females. Out of 75,132 Chinese in 

California, over 70,000 were adult males, which would be equiv 
alent to a foreign population of 140,000, if there was an equal 
number of females. The Chinese population constitute 43 per 
cent, of the adult males in that State. 

Upon a review of the facts thus derived from the late census, 
it appears that we have 50,155,783 of people, of whom 6,679,943 
are of foreign birth ; 6,580,793 are of African race, 105,465 are 

Chinese, and less than that of other Asiatic or Indian races. It 

further appears that the Caucasian composes about 86 per cent, 

of the whole, and gains upon the others, but at so slow a rate 

as to present no ground to expect any material change in the 

ratio in the present or the coming generation. The people of the 

former non-slaveholding States are homogeneous in their Cau 

casian descent. The former slaveholding States, taken as a 

whole, are two-thirds Caucasian and one-third African, and in 

the Cotton States, with a preponderance slightly increasing of 

the African race. 
The great, and as yet unsolved, but to be solved problem 

of the future?for the Union, and especially for the South ? 
is, 

How can these two heterogeneous races, so related in numbers, 
in antecedent history, and in present condition, work out to 

gether a common destiny, in peace, liberty, and civilization ? I 

propound the problem, but do not propose now to discuss the 

mode of its solution. It demands wise statesmanship, calm and 

earnest consideration, forbearance, and non-intrusion from those 

not specially affected by it ; and prudence, kindness, justice, 

magnanimity, and a firm and resolute purpose to do right, on the 

part of those to whom Providence has confided the solution of 

this novel and difficult question, in which are involved the hap 

piness and progress of the people in the Southern section of the 

Union. If this spirit pervades the hearts of the people of the 

United States, with an humble reliance on divine help, and a 

devoted search for the truth, we must not fear failure, but con 

fidently hope for, and persistently struggle to achieve results 

which will do honor to the American name, and bring a happy 
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issue out of this great trial to the people of our common 

country. 
One thing is certain. Failure will follow from interference 

with these local interests in the several States by the Federal 

Government, and from the use of passion, prejudice, and patron 
age to array class against class, and to prostitute the powers of the 
Government to the attainment of partisan or personal ends, at the 

expense of peace, order, and good government. We must hon 

estly and sincerely use the best means which wise counsels can sug 

gest to promote the highest interests of all classes of the people, 
and of the States comprising the Union. True patriotism, an 

elevated humanity, a love for real progress, a devotion to liberty 
under law and Constitution, and an earnest purpose to advance 
the whole country in Christian civilization, will be attended with 

success} the want of these will be followed by disaster and con 

vulsion, and will result in disgrace to American history. 

J. R. Tucker. 
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